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A Judge's- Opinion of the Mann
Daw.

Wo puMlrih in another column un arti¬
cle on the Mann Ioj.v, written by a prom¬
inent circuit court ;judgo in Virginia. The

article was riot written for publication,
but It U so Interesting and Instructive
that we tolte -tho liberty of giving it to

the] public.
Our correspondent declares that the

saloon in the unprotected districts of the
country Is an Insufferable "nuisance, and
that it ought not ?to be established at

such points by the dictum of ono man,

unless It clearly appears that tho people
of that community; have no objections
to offer. "I am sui e," he' adds, "If you
heard some or the testimony I have been

obliged to listen to atbout these bar-rooms

and country communities you would have
no hesitancy in saying that the burder
of ..proving that such nn Institution is

desired by tho local community should
bo upon tho applicant for license." He

expresse? tho opinion that tho (Mann law

is wlso in allowing Iho Judgo great lati¬
tude of construction, without appoal from

his decision. He also approves that fea¬
ture of the law wliiich Increases the li¬

cense tax arid requises tho distillers to

apply for llccaise to the court and give
the court supervision over their business.
-Tho Tlmes-D'lspntch has raised no ob¬

jection to any of theso phases of the
Manu law. Wc aro willing that nil sa¬

loons be legislated out of existence in

tho rural districts, and that no ^saloons
be opened except by voto of a majority
of the pooplo of tho locality concerned;
wc are willing to give the Judge wide lat¬
itude In granting or withholding licenses,
and we are willing that tho license tax
Bliall be high. But we are opposed to

any attempt to enforce prohibition in a
community where public sentiment is
clearly agilnst tt. Tho Mann law pro
vides that 'before granting a license the
Judge shall satisfy himself that a majority
of the voters in tho district aro In favor
of saloons. So far, so' good. But Wq in¬
sist that a petition is no fair method of
testing public sentiment. A petition In
such a case is in the nature not only of ?

viva voce vote, but of a recorded vote, and
because a majority of the voters In any
community refuse to sign a petition for
tho opening of a saloon, It by no means

follows that a^jntajoilly of such voters
are In favorvof."-prohibition. Tho only
fair way to test public sentiment on this
question or any other question Is through
the medium of tho secret ballut.

If tho peoplo of any community are

opposed to saloons, It should be their
privilege to keep them out. But befor
an attempt is mado undor tlio Mann law
or any other law to enforce prohibition
in any community, It should be ascer¬
tained beyond peradventuro that public
sentiment is clearly in favor of prohi¬
bition. Otherwise the law will not be
enforoed, liquor will be sold in spite of
It, blind tigers will flourish, and tho law
will fall into contempt. The liquor traf¬
fic is bad enough, but the demoralization
which follows contempt of law Is worse.

Trolley Lines in Virginia.
Several days ago ivo printed a Btato-

ment, kindly furnished by Sfcrolary Up-
shur, of the State Corporation Commis¬
sion, showing the counties in Virginia
which liave electric railway lines and
the assessed value thereof, and took oc-
cahk.n to call attention to tho gratify¬
ing development in this direction within
the past twenty years. Tho Old Do¬
minion Sun says that a project is now

being considered to build an Important
trolley line In Southwest Virginia to con¬

nect the various mining towns.Big Stone
Cap, Appalachla, Stonega,' Norton, Wise,
Toms Creek, Dorchester and several oth¬
ers where largo Industries are operated.
Accordine to this étalement tho lino will
cover at least one hundred miles, having
Big Sfono Cap us the radiating point.
''Such an Improvement,·.' ¡-ay« our con»

temporary, "would assist largely in m-
creasing liuslnèHs, facilitato Its lraneac-
lion and add to the social and commer¬
cial advantage* of that sfrilon. Similar
itvulix would follow trolley Unes ron.
necting the valions sect Ions of. tho coun¬
ty i/l Augusta with Staninoli. And tin·
Invi i-lineni would pay as a business: prop.
OMiimi The reaparece 6f tho county
would bo developud, the peoplo brought
clohfi· together; interchango of idea« ano
Vttlueii oncpuragefl ami every Ir.tciost of
tiit· people promoted, with tin· street
cars G?' Htauplon in operation and rail
communication with the varinoti parts of
the county, trade would he drawn here
that now goes elsewhere and pew traffic
created tlmt would onliunce business, In¬
vite new enterpi'lw*, and contri bute to
the growth and wealth of tho county
and city.. With a trolley to one section
Of thu county and Its «iiccet-sful «punition
demonstrated, tlioiu would be ?? diffi¬
culty 111 itèttfng capital to build oilier:, anil
c<^-iumina.lu the bUggosllou w..· nmdo
last week, to connect Staunton by trolley
with Middle!.took Or itock bridge Baths,
Jsu. ßolor ?t tíioUtttíUe, W- vttoidjan and

Stuart's Draft. Euch improvements would
Infuse new life Into our people, arc-use
their energies ami enuso two blades of
grass to grow where one grows now,"
The Southern Boll Telephone arid Tele¬

graph Company, of -Virginia, has' Just
secured an amendment to Ite rharter· In¬

creasing tho capital slock to $2,500,000,
which means, we are Informed, that tho

company will .In tho near future extend
Its telephone lines throughout overy coun¬

ty in Virginia. Tho trolley and the tele¬

phone are destined to work miracles in

Virginia nnd to he tho means ot bring-

Ing the people Into closer touch with
one another. Thefo trolley lines can be

cheaply built nnd operated mid can do
a profitable business where steam ronda
could not. live. Wherever such linos are

extended they build Up a business for

themselves and their traffic Increases ns

tho (development goes on. They will
not he In conflict with the steam roads,
but on tho contrary will In many Instances
net ns feeders to tho greater lince. Thero
Is great hopo In them for Virginia, and

they will add immensely to the valuo of

farming landa and town lots.

, Cheerfulness. ,

General Fltzhugh Leo was a man of
more than ordinary Intelligence, a mnn

of strong mind and strong convictions,
and In nny event he would have been
a mn.n of prominence. But his universal
popularity was duo In grent part to his

amiability and his cheerfulness. Ho never

complained; ho made It a point, no matter
what the situation, to keep his heart freo

from bitterness; to wear ? smile upon his
face, and to carry with him tho nlr ot

good cheer and good fellowship. Ho made
it a point to he agreeable on all occa-.

slons, nnd his geniality wins not assumed.
Ho .was friendly with all mankind,-oven-
with tho soldiers of the North, whom
ho had met upon many a field of battle,
nnd nil knewithnt his smile was genuine'
and his cordiality sincere.
Thackeray has said that tho world Is·

like a hlg looking-glass, showing each
man his own Image,! frown at it and ?
will frown hack at you; laugh at it and
with it nnd it Is a Jolly good companion.
That was General Leo's motto and Gen¬

eral Leo's philosophy. He felt kindly
toward tho world; ho treated the world
kindly and cordially, and tho world re-(
celved his overtures In the same spirit,
nnd was equally kind and cordial toward
him.
But something moro: A famous sur¬

geon has recently said that a man's use¬

fulness Is practically gone at sixty. Gen-;
eral Leo was sixty-seven when ho died,
and was· never moro active or moro use¬

ful than In tho closing years of his life.
Only recently ho said that ho would
never grow old, and ho did not grow old.
In all his ways ho was as young at

sixty-seven as ho wns at forty-sovon, and
would not permit himself to bo laid on

tho shelf. A man is ns old ns he feels,
says tho proverb, and as General Lee
never felt old, ho never grew old. He

kept nbreaet ot the timos, and would
not allow himself to become a back
number.
But after all, "As a man thlnkoth in

his heart, so he is." General Leo kept"
his heart free from malice and full of
gentleness nnd good cheer, and so tho
whole current of his life was clear and
sweet. In many ways he was an exem¬

plar, but In this respect was his most
noble example.

A Hint to Virginia.
.Tho secretary of the Maryland State
Bureau of Immigration reports' through
the Baltimore Sun that through his ef¬
forts families have recently bought farms
In Maryland, 'fhls was the· result of a

visit of the secretary to Now Yurie, made
with a view to creating Intoi'est In Mary¬
land among agents in that port. Tho sec¬

retary believes that much could be ac¬

complished in the way of obtaining da-
s rabio Immigrants from Europe for Mary¬
land If somo ono able to speak with the
Immigrants In their own tongue would go
to Now York at least twice a month and
confer with thorn ne they arrive. He
says that sovcrnl State« nave special
agents working exclusively for them, und
that several Southern States are begin¬
ning to make unusual efforts to obtain a

portion of tho Immigrants who ate arriv¬
ing Just now In large ship loads. South
Carolina, especially, he tels us, Is spend¬
ing a groat deal of money In that direc¬
tion and apparently with much success.
That State maintains at No. Do Wall
Street nn office with a regular forco ot
clerks and agouts who got many for¬
eigners to buy farms. The plan is for the
lurge land owners of tho Stalo to divide
their properly Into small lots of twenty
aères, wlileh they sell to Immigrants, giv¬
ing them at the saino timo an option on

the adjoining twenty'acres as a stimulus
to their energy und Industry. They sell
off the outside lots of the tract first; then
at a higher price thnso nearer the center
where a store and postoffico are estab¬
lished and in the coursa of timo a little
town may develop.
The Immigration Department of the

Stale Is also Instrumental, we are lold, In
getting labor for Smith Carolinians, but
they have made a rule that no application
from employers will be considered unless
??? ii month with board is guaranteed to
tho head of the family and proportionate
wages to the oilier memlx-rs. But somo

of thla immigrants aro not able to find
positions at Í15 a month and therefore aro

willing to start ut $12.
It Is interesting to know that Soulh

Carolina Is engugoil In a work of tills,
character, und we do not see Why Vip.
glnia nnd other Bnuihem States may not
ilo likewise.

Lee to Rest in Hollywood.
The remains of General Leo will rest

in Hollywood, There is Ih« monument of
the Confederate dead; there the tornii of

Jefferson Davis, the President of the
Confederacy, and there will sleep the
l*.<ly of the great Confederato eavulry,
1< ailer of I lie Coniederacy.
Richmond wa« the capital of the Con-

Muruoy,
Richmond woe his homo during the im,,-

yniH tina in.· \n,s Governor ¡tini sever.il
yean th*ri after. Ho was more ¡u humo
in Richmond, Hum in nny other city, it
wan the wish of Richmond, and we iM-ll. v,j
lite wish of his friends and admirers
throughout the State, that hie tomb

should be in the burying ground of the

capimi city, nnd we are gratified to know
thnt'thlfi wlsli will be Vèiltied. The de¬
cision to bring the body hero will be

given universal approval.
Richmond will bo proud forever to guard

his encred dust.
s '.

The WÎusic Festival.
Beginning to-morrow night Richmond

will have a season öf Inspiring music.
Homo talent will give the chorus music

and distinguished artists from aln-oad will

do. the solo parts. It WillM a season

of Intellectual refreshment.
The Wednesday Club Is a Richmond ed¬

ucational institution nnd has done excel¬
lent work in training singers. Tho choirs
of the city havo measurably Improved·
since the Wednesday Club began Its course

of Instruction, and there has grown up
among tho masses a demand for a higher
class of music. This school of muslo
will give a recital at. the Academy on

Monday evening. Tuesday afternoon and

Tuesday evening find every chair in the

house should have an appreciative occu¬

pant on each occasion.

Street Sprinkling.
We nro pleased that the Street Com¬

mittee has recommended that the city
furnish tho Virginia Passenger nnd Fow-
er Company freo wnter for street sprink¬
ling. If the recommendation is adopted,
wo feel euro that tho company will give
a fino service In exchange. It is quito
possible for tho company's sprinklers to

drench the streets from curb to curb

(except Broad), and that would solve tho

problem so fnr as concerns the streets

upon which the cars run. There are some

obstacles,' but It is believed they can be
overcome. At any rate, tho officers of
the Passenger and Power Company aro

public spirited citizens, and we feel stiro

they will meet the Council in liberal

spirit.
_

Greetings to Carolina.
The Executive Committee of the Vir¬

ginia Press Association held a meeting
in Richmond.yesterday nnd unanimously,
not to say enthusiastically, accepted the
invitation of President Varncr to hold
a Joint meeting with the North Carolina
Association at Ashevlllo on July 5th and
6th. All tho members of the committee
present expressed themselves as being
pleased with the prospect of meeting the
North Carolina brethren nnd having the

opportunity of swapping greetings and

exchanging ideas.
It Is not necessary to say that Tho

Tlmes-DIspatch Ib much gratified that
this arrangement has been made, and we

feel sure that the Joint meeting will bo

both agreeable a.nd profitable.
"Behold how good"· i^tnli^r/' ctC'

Train to "Lynchburg.
There ought to be an early train .-from

Richmond to Lynchburg, leaving hero

In the morning and returning In the eve!·
nlng. It should run over the tracks of

the Southern Rnd Kwfolk aml Wostcrn·
byWay of Burltovllle. There Is no

obstacle in the way of the railroad·- offi¬
dale will only agree to it.
What say tho people of Richmond and

the people of Lynchburg and the peoplo
along the line? If they want such a

train, let them speak out, and they will

get it. ¦_________ '"

The^TesTof Thomas.
(Selected for The Times-Dispatch.)

"And after eight days again His' dis¬
ciples were within, and Thomas was with
them'· then canto Jesus, the doors being
shut 'and stood in the midst nnd said:
.Peace be unto you.' Then salth Ho to
Thomas: 'Reach hither thy linger and
behold My hands, nnd reach hither thy
hand and· thrust it Into My side, and be
not faithless, but believing.' And. Thomas
answered and said unto Him: 'My Lord
and my God.' Jesus salth' unto hJm:
Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou
hast believed; blessed are they that^havcnot seen, and yet have believed." ".St.
John xx:26-29.
On the evening of the day of resurrec¬

tion tho disciples were once more gath¬
ered together. But tho event which had
restored hope to their hearts they feared
might excito tlio authorities and load
to their arrest. They, therefore, care¬

fully closcil the doors, that somo time for

parley or escape might be available.
To their astonishment and delight, while

they were sitting behind the fastened
doors, the well known figure of their
Lord appeared. Hip familiar greoting,
"Penco be with you," sounded in their
oars. Further to identify Himself and
remove all doubt or dread, Ho showed
them His hands and His side and even
ate before them.
í'horo was a strange mingling of iden¬

tity and yet difference between the body
He now wears and that which had been
crucified. Its appearanco Is tho same In
some respects, but Its properties ure dif¬
ferent. Immediate recognition did not al¬
ways follow His manifestation. There
was something baflllng about Him, sug¬
gesting a well known face, and yet not
quite the same. Tho marks on tho body
or some characteristic action or utter¬
ance were needed to complete tho per¬
fect Identification.
Ho could and did cut, speak and walk

as before, and yet He could dispenso
with eating and could pass and repass
through physical obstacles. Ills body was

a glorified spiritual body, not any longer
subject to tho laws which govern us.

Those characteristics nro worth noticing,
not only ns giving us some idea of the
type of body we shall wear, but In con¬
nection with tho completo Identification
of tho risen Ixird.
Whpn Ho appeared on that Raster night

to His disciples ope of thorn was absent.
It was Thomas, commonly known as Didy-
mus, the Twin. From what Wo are told
of him, on other occasions, ho seoms to
be a man apt to look upon the dark side
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of everything, but at tho samo time wus
not wanting-m courage and_loyalty, to
his Master.' We are not, therefore, sur¬

prised Ut find that he is nbsvnt at this
first meeting of tho disciples.

If tho bare thought of his I/ird's death
had been terrible, what dark despair must
have «eljied him when that death was

actually'accomplished ¡His mind dwells
on the "print of tho nails and tho wound
In the eldó.more than on tho well known
.featurea hr figuro by which ho would
recognlio lUs Lord.
His heart was with that lifeless body

on the cross,· and ho could not hear to
seo hie friends, or speak to thoso who had
shared his "hope?. So ho burled his deso¬
lation anfl bitter disappointment In soli¬
tude and Bilènco.
None ?of,',|ho others expected the resur¬

rection any--morn than he, but they mot

together'according to His commnnd. and
In meeUng^'jivere rewarded hy His.visible
presence.-'But ho was absent, nnd thus
it wee' that, llko many melancholy per¬
sons, he^missed the opportunity of soolng
what would havo forever scattered his
darkness. s··

Thouèh he may not have been to blame
for. absenting himself, ho was to blame
for .refusing to accept the testimony ot
his friends"and companions, when they
assured hïm'they hnd seen tho risen Lord.
Somo deference was duo to tho witness of
men whom ho know to bo as truthful ns

himself. He'could have no doubt that
they believed they had eeon tho Lord.
If thoy ooukl be .deceived.ten ot them.

why Should bo think his senses would

prove more,.infallible?
But if all'this tells against Thomas, he

hoe also much In his favor. It Is true ho
had been pb'st|nato nnd unreasonable, but
it Is also true that ho was With the little
band of Christians on tho socond Lord's

day. That ho did not now avoid tho soci¬
ety of those .'happy, hopeful men shows
that he -was far from unwilling to be¬
come (If t*oesible) a sharer In their hope
and Joy. '¦ ;'"':.,''.
Ho kopt-with the company of bollevors,

hoping against hope to got out of the|
darkness and miro in which he was In¬
volved· into, tho sunshine of His presence.
Tho dispjples wero again assembled,

probably in--.the samo room, associated
forever in their memory as tho-place
where their, risen Lord liad appeared to

them, when/silently and suddenly as be¬

fore, without warning", ".the doors being
shut," Jesus Himself stood in their midst.

Surprise, uriutterable surprise,, undlmtn-
Ishe'd by «IP ho hnd heard or been led to

expect,,' must have been written
Thomas's wldo gazing eyes. But this

glad' sufT)rtS8s,',wcs displaced by shame,»
this eager ..gaze, .cast down, when ho found

that the Lord had hoard his obstinate
ultimatum and been witness to his sullen
unbeller. ',
'As Jesus 'repeats in almost tho samo!

wprds the hard, rude, material test which
he had propoled· and as Ho holds.out His

hands for Thornas's inspection, shame and

Joy struggle'ífípV the mastery, and finally
give placo to tho humble· but glowing
confession, "My Lord and my God."
His own-te&v-i's^p^seded;Uié.imakès

nò movement to put It In forco. Ho Is

convlncedî-'arod salltófl«i*withvthe identity,
of,-his Lord. T^omaajhad maintained that
the rest were too easily.satisfied, but at

the last ho accepts precisely tho same

pçoof as they.· »

'And this is thp^hoippiest, highest, rarest
state of tho human soul. When a man

has been cñrWed out'of himself by tho
clear vision of qbrist; when in His pres¬
ence he feels he can but worship and!
adore, this is the final and blessed bene-1
diction. '.*.''.'. ~- '¦ 0
This was a raro and blessed hour for

Thomas. Ho ,ls.-..utterly -carried out of.j
himself and sees nothing, but his Lord.
For once his spirit has 'found perfect
peace.

-. .

And this blessedness is graciously given
to thoso who have not seen, if they will
believe. V»'hy'T then do wo rob ourselves
jot it and live as If It were not so?
Wo cannot apply Thomas's test, but we

can test his test, or, like him, forego It,
and rest on wider, deeper evidence. Aro
we to accept the signs QIo gives us of
His presence? Do we not know the power
of Christ's resurrection, as Thomas could
not possibly know It?

If Thomas was constrained to acknowl¬
edge Christ as his Lord and his God,
much more may we' 'clo so.' May wo so

respond to His manifestation that wo too
Khali receive the benediction oí our Lord:
"Blessed aro they^tha.t have not seon,
and yet hnve believed."

Tho esteemed Charlotte Observer has
our warmest congratulations.. It says;

"It will interest .the friends of flip Ob¬
server to know·'that, ft Is now free of libel
suits, the last one against It having been
disposed of In tho United States District
Court at Greensboro.yesterday, the plain¬
tiff taking a ?,??-eüit und Doing tuxed
with the costs."

President Roosevelt went to the wrong
place to find good; healthy bears. He
should have gone, to tho Chicago "Wheat
Exchange and the bucket shops thero-
nbouis.

Tho Colorado courts,are getting some

puzzling crises out of the great strike.
There are damage stilts agnlnst strikers
and other suits by strikers against the
men whose employ they left.

He patient, rtojostvensky and Togo
must close up the gap of more than
three hundred miles before thoy enn
fight to hurt, .-

'
'

There are a few bears In New York
that several Richmond Investors would
love lo have Mr, Roosevelt convert Into
rugs.

Parsifal got (ha- cold shoulder in At·
lauta, hut ho papere of that town deny
that it was any lack of "culehuw" on the
part of ???,-intlans that brought the frost.

A semicolon, misplaced by tho archi¬
tect of the Wisconsin nntl-clgnretto law,
has given thé little "ooflln-nnjlers"
two years' further loaso on life in that
Stale.

April weather' is liughty uncertain. No
matter how brightly the.sun shines wh.cn
you leave homo,· you will doubtless need
your umbrella before you.get buck.

General Kuropatkln'e »alary bus been
reduced, mid pay.day -cuines around with
distressing irregularity, ull of which con¬
stitute the acme of his military humilia¬
tion. ·- 'v '".·· - < · ·.

??***^ß m**gmß mi _t??? sittsjjjilj tm
' Voice- of |

the People I
THE MANN LAW.

Observations on Its Operation
by a Virginia Judge.

Editor of Tho Tlmea-Dlspntch:
Sir,.I am very much* interested In (ho

Mann liquor law, and have rcnfl with
Interest tho editorials contained In The
Tlmns-DlBpatch. I have determined to
write to you my observation of tho law,
which hns come very forcibly to my ob¬
servation ae Judge in this circuit. I think
that you ought to bo fully possessed of
tho scopo and operation of' tho law, nnd
then you will draw your own deductions
ns to Its operation.

(Ï.) The Mann law. distinctly operates
upon communities of less than five hun¬
dred inhabitants, so fnr ns petitions nro
concerned. People who Ilvo near a bar¬
room In a strictly rural community can
only snenk of the Ineufferablo nulsnnco
It Is. It ought not to bo permitted to bo
established at such a point by tho dic¬
tum of· one man unless It clearly appears
that tho peoplo of that community havo
no objections to offer. Usunlly thcro
Is no (polir,., protection, and tho disorder
that such an institution broods Is often?
uncontrollable by local authority. The
Mann law nssumes such a placo la un¬
suitable and only authorizes at such a

placo when It,appears that tho people of
that locality have no objections to it. If
tho law had absolutely prohibited tho
granting of licenses at such points I be-
llovo a majority of tho peoplo everywhere
would hold that the law had not gone
too far. In such a, case It Is not that
tho government Is undertaking to control
tho morals of tho peoplo, but that ItAjs
undertaking to protect pepplo'llving In un¬
protected communities from a nuisance
that only people who havo been exposed
to It can fully appreciate. I have had a

good deal of experience In the last two
years In coneldorlng tho operation of
tho Mann law, nnd In this feature of It,
although It Imposes heavy burdens upon
nn applicant for license, it Is only such
a burden ns ho ought' to boar regarding
the peculiar locality at which he applies
for license, hearing Jn mind, that It af¬
fects no community of a greater popula¬
tion than five hundred peoplo.

(2,) As Mr.'Willard observed, tho law
does allow· great hi;tltud0 of construc¬
tion, and no appeal. But power must
bo 'lodged somewhere In a Republican
government. Abuse of power In this In-,
stanco Is simply limited to'closing a. bar¬
room at points wheroltls almost inevitably
a nuisance. Iflhe court errs In its'con¬
struction of the iaw¡ the greatest injury
Inflicted is closing a bar-room where as
I think as a rule It ought not to bo
grafted, except ainder very exceptionable
circumstances. If the proposition was to1
be extended to Incorporated communi¬
ties ? would be very much opposed to
It, If'the community' wero of greater pop¬
ulation-than five hundred Inhabitants.

(3.) Tho operation of the Mann law In¬
creases the tax ort whiskey license. .'It Is
a business which well-may stand an'lri-
crcascd tax. Considering tho increased
expense which a bar-room brings to tho
State 1>y vlrtuo of the disorder It breeds,
It does scemato nie that'the .tax Is much
less,.thatvitt ought to bo. ^ly,,theory, is
that prohibition .does not prohibit,·' and,
thaít^thereforo/lleensés ought to bo grant¬
ed,; but that they should bo 'granted .at
places "thoroughly under'the supervision
of the law, and that the increased ex¬

pense .necessary,: to secure this .govern¬
mental supervision should bo borne hy the
dealers in the Shape of license.

(4.).' Another important feature of tho
?a'?? law^is- that it requires'the brandy
camps, so called the distillers, to apply
for'.license'to the court and gives the
rottrt supervision over their ¡business.
Prior tliereto arty distillers simply filed
his 'bond with, tho, court and then pro¬
ceeded.· .to .make his place a bar-room. I
know of no more festering sores In many
communities than these so-called dlstll-
for's license. They manufactured abomln-
able «tuff and vended It regardless of the
laws of God and man. I would hato to
seo many of tho features of this law
modo to depend upon the results of this
year's primary! elections. I have read
your editorials and Mr. Wllllard's posi¬
tion on the subject, and I think that bolli
have overlooked some of the essential
features of tlio law. It may bo truo
that a, judge wilfully will declare prohi¬
bition' in rural districts in hie circuit,
but heavens alive! what harm could such
mistaken judge do? Ho would simply
declaro prohibition In communities of less

than five hundred inhabitants, where even

If one person lived that objected to a

bar-room nuispnee ho would.be entitled
to protection.'' I am sure If you heard
some of the testimony' I have boon

obliged to listen to about these bar-rooms

In country communities, you would have
no hesitancy In saying that Abo burden
of proving that such an institution was

desired by the local community should
be upon the applicant for license.

9

Socialism.
Editor of Tho Times-Dispatch:

SI,. _Your editorial, "Tho Growth of
Socialism," presenlB an Interesting and
instructivo analysis of the present trend,
not to say condition, of tho publlo mind.
Tho Amorlcn.n peoplo are eminently prac¬
tical. No ossified creed can hold them to
a courso that Impairs their rights and
endnngors their liberties. Thoy do not
regard nny particular form of govenmont
as the perfection of human wisdom, hut
think that It, like other things, should
bo changed to meet now conditions as

they arise, The fundamental principle
of democracy is that the people shall
rule. It is safe to say that our people
would tolerate no proposition which
would Involve a contravention of this
principle.
Government 'should owe Its exlstenco to

Its superior capacity to serve. It Is tho
servant of tho peoplo nnd Its functions
should be thoso things which It can do
for the people better than they can do
them. Effectiveness, thon, is tho touch-
????' by which government functions are
to bo Wtod. What a government Bhould
d*> Is purely conventional, Thcro la no
rigid separation between-' the things
which a government should do and tho
things whlcli It should not do. Whether
the government onuld assumo a function
and discharge Its obligations more ef¬
fectively than other agencies Is purely a

nuostlon of. opinion that can only-be de¬
finitely settled by actual experiment;

SICK HEADACHE
Positively cured by
these Little Pill«.
They also rellovo Dis¬

tress from Dyspepsia, In¬
digestion and Too Hearty
Sating, ? perfect rem¬
edy lor Dlzzmosu, Nausea,
Drowsiness, Had Taste
In U)t> Month, coated
Tongue, Pain in tue sido,
TonpiD nVEB, Tnoy

regulate tho Bowels. Purely Vegetable,
SMALL PILL SMAU DOSE, SMALL PRICE,

Genuine Must Bear
Fac-Simile Signature

BEFÜÍf SUmjTUUlt.

AGENCY DIRECTORS.
Wo "desire threo of four honest, bright, active, tactful and expe¬

rienced young men of good habits an agency directore, to visit
such territory as wo may direct, appoint and work with agents.
Salary, commission, renewals and expenses will be paid. Good
chance for increased salary and promotion if tho work merits it.

Apply .in person or by letter to
H.SWINEFORDO SON, General Agents for Virginia
EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY OP UNITED STATES.

11,10 East Miiln Street, Richmond, Vft.

therefore, Inlelllgont, progressivo govern¬
ment must .nocesïftHly bo more or less
omplrlcal, It. Is admitted «that the peo¬
ple should be conservative'In their ex¬

periments, but rational conservatism
.means steady progrose.not Inaction.

If municipalities havo' suffered at the
hands of private corporations, they
shrould begin t-o ow.n and operato their
public utilities which would afford them
an opportunity to make comparisons.
They need not do It all nt once, but
take one ut a time ro thnt they might
retrnco without^ serious loss, If they
found thnt they had ¡nado u mistake.
Thie, too, would furnish tho opponents of
tho plan an opportunity to verify tho as¬

sumption that the people cannot operate
Buch enterprises successfully. The mimo
Is true of Stnte and Federal undertak¬
ings. If tho government cannot success¬
fully compoto with tho telegraph and tele-
phono companies, why should they ob¬
ject to the Federal government owning
and opcrntlng tho telegraph and tele¬
phone In conjunction with the postal sor-
vlco? If express companies nro more ef¬
fective, why should they object to the
Fedoral government operating a parcel
post?
Government ownorehlp Of railroads Is

a moro serious matter. They nro monop¬
olistic In character and governmental as¬

sumption would necessarily mean ex¬

clusion; therefore, the government should
first try regulation In order to see If It
could reach the desired results In this
way, and, It not successful, Its experi¬
ence In regulating would ennblo It to
operate them moro successfully If It had
to take them. I- fall to see In any of
these things nny violation of tho princi¬
ples upon which our Republic was found¬
ed. In proof, I submit that our Consti¬
tution enunciates the principles and It
permits government ownership and oper¬
ation of telegraphs, telephones, und rail¬
roads. Under It wo already own a rali¬
ront! In Panama, and tiro digging an;
ocean canal.
Tho easiest way the opponents of pro¬

gressivo government could turn the tide
of public opinion Is to withdraw objec¬
tion and let' tho people try' the experi¬
ment and satisfy themselves of its Im¬
practicability. I suspect, however, that
In many cases the four that the experi¬
ment might succeed Increases Ihe^deslrc
to prevent the trial. The charge that
such action would bo rovolutlonnry does
not necessarily imply that it would be
bad. That which Americans prize most
was obtained by revolution. The process
.serins to bo ono of evolution. Tho
rapid transportation of products and the
almost Instantaneous transmission of
ideas have destroyed competition, made
it so destructive that tho. principle of
co-operation had to bo substituted... This
nocossarlly placed In tho hands of-a few
¦Industrial and commercial magnates
practically unlimited power to tax the
American people. *Hho history ot all
ages proves that such power Ln privato
hands results In abuo and tyranny. Hu¬
man naturo is too weak to stand tho
strain. Such a system must inevitably
end In plutocracy.
You cite the postal scandals. How do

they compare with tho Insurance steals,
.tho steel steals, the ship trust steal, the
copper and -oil· steals? The difference
scorns to. be that the postonico theft was-
a mere trifle ln comparison and for
which the· robbers 'worò. du^.-'sèntenced-:
to 'prison; whllo the greater malefactors
under the systel which now- obtains are
¦still at large, enjoying' their millions
of ill-gotten gains and. for aught that I
know, still plying their nefarlous.trad.es.
Your reference to charges against mem¬
bers of the United Statee Senato Is un¬
fortunate. How many are Implicated be¬
cause of government functions? It Is
reputed to bo filled with men many of
whom have millions gotten from the peo¬
ple under a system that permits the few to
rob the many. How many Senators are
there because of tho millions they have
made out of the postal system? Not one.
In reference to the power that govern¬

ment ownership of railroads would give
the party In power. It may be'said that
tho number of government employes Is
fnr greater to-day than It has ovor been,
yet as a political factor it Ih less potent
now than It was a quarter of a century
ago. Then, even tho fourth class post-
mater felt that ho'must do his duty for
tho party In power, to-day ho Is Indiffer¬
ent. Admitting, hypothetlcally, that the
employes would bo partisans, would It
not be better. to have this l,300.005 cm--
ploycs In the service of a party rather
than In the service of a few people?
It, developed In a recent Investigation

that 140,000 miles of the 200,000 miles rail¬
road In this country were controlled by
live Interests and tho remaining 00,000
miles were "feeders." Now, with the en-
tiro railroad Interests in practically five
hands, who no doubt co-operates, would
It not be quito as safe even In the hands
of a politicai party? The trouble is that
we have a plutocratic oligarchy ln power
now nnd tho.rights of tho people ¡ire
trampled under foot. The question Is
here. Politicians may dodge It, tho press
may refrain from discussing It, the
people may doplore It, but. like Bunquo's
ghost, It will not down. It must bo met
nnd solved. It presents· a choice of plu¬
tocracy or democracy. The first means
retrogression nnd destruction of Ameri¬
can ideals; tho second means tho preser¬
vation of oqunllty of right, tho guaran¬
tee of Republican Institutions and tho
freedom of man. ,
If America fails, the eauso of free

government will be set back a thousand
years. But she will not fall. You hnve
truly said that "wo are men nnd Demo¬
crats." The free schools are open and
the mind forcu of our country I« being
developed a.nd thero Is no power under
the sun that can enslave our people. Pub¬
lic opinion Ih king nnd woo unto the fric¬
tion, bo It rich or poor, that undertakes
to défont Its effort to retain tho price¬less heritage of American citizenship.

Very respectfully,
T , .

?. S. THOMAS.Lynchburg, Yn. April 24, 1905,
-.- »

Slemp's Chargés Denied.
Editor of The Times-Dlsputeh:
Sir,.I sen from Tho Tlmes-DIspatch

of tho 20th Insfnut thnt Chalrmnn Slemp
snys tho registrars of Virginia, nnd, es¬
pecially thoso .of Southampton county,
rofuso to lot them (the Uepublicans) seo
tho registration books. Now, as a regis¬
trar, I dony tho charge in toto. The law
directs that every registration book shall
bo opon for Inspection at.all,times, Shottll
any registrar refuse, then they hnyo ro-
cotirso to tho courts, nesldcs, to hiy cer¬
tain knowledge, several registrars have
made copies of their hooks for the district
ohalrman in this county, and without cost
at that. ,

Yours most respectfully, '

G. F. WHITFIBLD.
Sunbeam, Va. April 28, 3905.

Card From Mi·. James.
Editor of The Times-Dispatch,
Sir,.Tho slaloment, "Tho first free no¬

tice of the proposed speech by the Gov¬
ernor thnt 1 can find, tho reader w^ll
note, caino out In'Fridays Register, af¬
ter tho paid notice appeared In tho Boo;"
appearing In your Issue over ilio name of
Mr. AV. AV. Clark, of this city, Is grpssly
misleading and falso. Governor JMostaguo
delivered two addresses in tills city on
the evenings of the 20th und 21st, respoc-
tlvly. Tho Register mulinimi his finit
address in u complimentary notice of
thirty lines, on tho morning of tho jOtli,
tho Evening Boo reproduced the same nn-
nouncoment that evening. Tho next day
both paper« again gave generous notices
of his first speecli to bo delivered ? hat
night; while illeso notices of lliu first
speeoh were fa$|ng gratutioualy jun by
both the local nowepep-erel it v.as ; not

The Recipe for Authors.
Ho sweetly wrote love-Btories, conclud¬

ing with a kiss,
Of Grace or May or Doris, or any other

miss;
Tho public thought him lovely, they

vowed th/it ho was It;
But, a Rnecr or a sigh on their lip or

their eye, the critics murmured
"Nlt"-

Yes, they all Insisted "Nit."

Heneo he Inferred thnt sweetness nna
greatness did not dovetail,

And with dispatch and neatness, he then
forsook tho love-tnle.

He wrote of bloody murder, and how men
forged and stole, >

And how girls cried or old wives died.
But the critics only smole.

Yes, they all lay back and smoH.

Esteeming it a pity, they would not call
him great,

He wrote next for the witty (Jokes war.
ranted up-to-date);

Tho public bought him largely, and loud
their laughter rung.

Said each analytic and blnse old critici
"He's bright enough, but young-

Yes, clover, but.so young!"
Then he got his Inspiration. He dropped

his simple themes,
For tales of hibernation and spatulas

and squeams..
And Aztec Irrigation and lignum vltae

beams.
On which tour de force, es a matter of

? course, rose the critics' hilarious y
screams:

"Ah, at last the great man of our
dreams."

.H. S. II.

known here, so far ns I had any knowl¬
edge, that the Governor could remain
over a day and make a public address
tho next night. The first Information
that I had that His Excellency had de¬
cided to make the second speech wa·
given out by tho Governor In Richmond
-and published In The Tlmon-Dlspatch in
Its Issue of the 20th.
This article, word for word. and. with¬

out chango of headlines, by my Instruc¬
tions, was reproduced In the Evening Bte
of the same date and credited to The
Times-Dispatch- The next day both ine

Register and the Bee contained flatterltfg
notices of tho second address to be de¬
livered .that night. .Thus giving each ad¬
dress two days' advance notices without
charge: As will be seen by reference
to'the columns of tho Register and.the
Bee, .which are on file iii the libraries
throughout tho State, and In several
newspaper offices, the.advance notices ex¬

tended to tho two addresses of the Gor-s..
eroor were IK lines, ;o.nly- five of which,';
(run two times in the Bee) we're' paid 'ho-,'
tices; and these five lines were accepted
ns paid mntter-at the- -roquest. of Mr. W.
W. Clark, who tendered them to the bus·»;
Incss manager of tho Bee instead of tp
the owner, who was in the next room;
and curious enough Mr. Clark expreeeiy
Instructed "that they bo run in the Bee
two times and marked as advertisement*,1'.·
and not to bo run in the Register, the
lending'newspaper hero, at all. Whtii,
for'the same charge, the notice could
have'appeared in each the Register and
tho Bee one time, and been sten by a·'

much larger reading public, if publicity
was what. Indeed, Mr. Clark felt the need
of and desired.
Absence from ihe city '.r.s delayed my

reply until now.
Respectfully,

R. A. JAMES
Danville, V.l., April 2jth.
/¦ ¦¦¦«

Many Meetings Scheduled.
Thorn nr many municipal meetings of Im¬

portane« scheduled w take place In the City
Hall during tho coming week. Thçy are a·

follows: ...*.., ~ »,

Monday-Common Council, 8 p. M.; Ordi¬
nance Committee, 7:80.
Tuesday.bight. 8: Health, 6; Markets 7:30:

JUmes niver InJproverryent, 8; Cemeteries,
5:30.
Wednesday.I>ocal Assessments, S; Ordi¬

nances, S.
Thursday.Grounds and Btilldlncs, 8; Poor, 1

North Carolina Sentiment
The Raleigh News-Observer asks tfcaj

question;
If North Carolina' alone pays two an#.

a half million dollars a year more fer
insurance than it gets back, why »nould
not part of this surplus bo kept in North
Carolina? Isn't It better here thnn in a

pyramid In New York or to be spent tor
French banquets? /··

The Charlotte Observer »myei
13x-Senator Marlon Butler, desplto the

inet thnt ho is now a plutocrat biniseli
and a Ropubllcun ns well, still professes
to adhere to the belief that the govern¬
ment should own the railroads. The late
Populist leader doubtless does th s out
of a feeling for tho things he used to
tell-tho masses about throughout North
Carolina.

The Goldsboro Headlight point« «ut,
that Jack Frost .has himself reduced th*
cotton acreage In the far South, and
concludes:
In tho Slates of the cotton bolt teje

unexpected and unusual cold weather hag
Injured and retarded the growth of tho
plants, nnd at tho present time every¬
thing points to ? very late crop thi·
year, and experience has shown that a
Into crop means a small crop.

"Only a Cough'
If neglected may become chrontg

and lend to bronchial ailments or con·

sumption. Dr. David's Cough Syrup
is a cold and cough nipper, it is no
experiment, it has been tried and
tested by thousands of sufforere and
never found wanting, when takta
for old coughs, new coughs, night
coughs and nil forms of bronchial af»
foctlons, It Is a cough syrup that la
used by hundreds of families exclu·
slvely. Sold everywhere,

Large Bottle 25c
OWENS & MINOR

DRUGGO..
Richmond. - Virginia.
_..'..J_ "
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